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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

5 A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described In (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
1 0 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 14, 17, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
15 anticipated by Stacey et al, (U.S. Patent 6,434,154 B1). 

In regard to claim 14, Stacey discloses "a method of transporting information in 
an optical communication network having interconnected network nodes and one or 
more user nodes coupled to network nodes (col. 4, lines 18-26), the method comprising: 

20 forming a digital container at a first network node, the digital container including a 

header section and a payload section, wherein the payload section is capable of 
carrying a plurality of separate transmissions (figure 4 where a description of figure 4 is 
found in col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-4; figure 5 shows the forming of the multiplexed 
digital container of figure 4 at the beginning node) and each transmission may be 

25 formatted according to one of many different protocols (col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-29 
where it is strongly suggested here that each mini-cell is data from a user or service, 
which all have their own protocol by which they adhere (for example, voice and audio 
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have different protocols for processing); further, since each larger ATM cell is 
constructed of nnany mini-cells, each ATM cell could have one to many different 
protocols within its payload); and 

addressing the digital container for routing to a second network node such that 
5 routing of the digital container through the communication network is based only on 
destination information contained within the header section of the digital container, 
wherein the payload section of the digital container includes transmissions for only the 
one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node (figure 5 where the flow 
has been transmitted from one end (a first node) to the other end (a second node) and 
10 where a description of figure 5 can be read in col. 6, lines 41-50 where the switching at 
the adaptation layer means that the digital container has been addressed to the end 
node (the second node) only through the header and not through each individual mini- 
cell or transmission)." 

15 In regard to claim 17, Stacey discloses "a method of transporting information in 

an optical communication network having interconnected network nodes and one or 
more user nodes coupled to network nodes (col. 4, lines 18-26), the method comprising: 

in a first network node (figure 5, where element 52 can act as a first or last node 
of the network in figure 5), 

20 a processor for forming a digital container including a header section and a 

payload section, wherein the payload section is capable of carrying a plurality of 
separate transmissions (figure 4 where a description of figure 4 is found in col. 5, lines 
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64-coL 6, lines 1-4; figure 5 shows the forming of the multiplexed digital container of 
figure 4 at the beginning node; it should be noted that the processor is inherent in the 
network node because to form and transmit the digital piece of information, a processor 
must execute these processes) and each transmission may be formatted according to 
5 one of many different protocols (coL 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-29 where it is strongly 
suggested here that each mini-cell is data from a user or service, which all have their 
own protocol by which they adhere (for example, voice and audio have different 
protocols for processing); further, since each larger ATM cell is constructed of many 
, mini-cells, each ATM cell could have one to many different protocols within its payload), 
10 and 

a routing element for routing the digital container to a second network node 
based only on destination information contained within the header section of the digital 
container (figure 5, element 51 is a switch which, as seen from figure 5, uses the AAL-2 
header as routing information for the data that is sent to the node); and 

15 in a second network node, a processor for receiving and processing the digital 

container and routing the separate transmissions carried in the payload section of the 
digital container to one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node, 
wherein the payload section of the digital container includes transmissions for only the 
one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node (figure 4, shows the 

20 payload section of the ATM cell that includes transmissions (ATM mini cells) from one 
or more user nodes; figure 5, where the last element in the network path, similar to that 
of element 52, is the end node in the network that receives the single multiplexed data 
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that has arrived from the ATM network and demultiplexes it into its respective mini cells, 
thus ready for transmission to the one or more user destinations; it should be noted that 
although a processor is not mentioned or shown, it is inherent that a node that 
processes data (such as the process of demultiplexing) must have a processor of sorts 
5 as a processor is the only way to change electrical data from one form to another)." 



In regard to claim 18, Stacey discloses "in an optical communication network 
having a plurality of network nodes and one or more user nodes coupled to one or more 
of the plurality of network nodes (col. 4, lines 1 8-26), a first network node for 

10 transporting information in the communication network comprising: 

a processor operable to form a digital container including a header section and a 
payload section, wherein the payload section is capable of carrying a plurality of 
separate transmissions and each transmission may be formatted according to one of 
many different protocols (col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-29 where it is strongly suggested 

15 here that each mini-cell is data from a user or service, which all have their own protocol 
by which they adhere (for example, voice and audio have different protocols for 
processing); further, since each larger ATM cell is constructed of many mini-cells, each 
ATM cell could have one to many different protocols within its payload) and further 
operable to address the digital container for routing to a second network node (figure 4, 

20 shows the payload section of the ATM cell that includes transmissions (ATM mini cells) 
from one or more user nodes; figure 5, where the last element in the network path, 
similar to that of element 52, is the end node in the network that receives the single 
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multiplexed data that has arrived from the ATM network and demultiplexes it into its 
respective mini cells, thus ready for transmission to the one or more user destinations; it 
should be noted that although a processor is not mentioned or shown, it is inherent that 
a node that processes data (such as the process of demultiplexing) must have a 
5 processor of sorts as a processor is the only way to change electrical data from one 
form to another); 

and a routing element for routing the digital container to a second network node 
based only on destination information contained within the header section of the digital 
container, wherein the payload section of the digital container includes information for 
10 only the one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node" (figure 5, 

element 51 is a switch which, as seen from figure 5, uses the AAL-2 header as routing 
information for the data that is sent to the node)." 

In regard to claim 19, Stacey discloses "in an optical communication network 
having a plurality of network nodes and one or more user nodes coupled to one or more 
of the plurality of network nodes (col. 4, lines 18-26), a destination network node for 
transporting information in the communication network comprising: 

means for receiving a digital container transmitted by a first network node using 
only destination information corresponding to the digital container, the digital container 
including a header section and a payload section (figure 5, element 51 which has 
received the ATM cell information from node 52 and where the ATM cell is structured as 
that of the ATM cell in figure 4, having a header and payload), wherein the payload 
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section is capable of carrying a plurality of separate transmissions (figure 4, shows the 
payload section of the ATM cell that includes transmissions (ATM mini cells) from one 
or more user nodes) and each transmission may be formatted according to one of many 
different protocols (col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-29 where it is strongly suggested here 
5 that each mini-cell is data from a user or service, which all have their own protocol by 
which they adhere (for example, voice and audio have different protocols for 
processing); further, since each larger ATM cell is constructed of many mini-cells, each 
ATM cell could have one to many different protocols within its payload); 

and means for processing the digital container and for routing the separate 

10 transmissions carried in the payload section of the digital container to one or more user 
nodes serviced by the second network node (figure 5, where the last element in the 
network path, similar to that of element 52, is the end node in the network that receives 
the single multiplexed data that has arrived from the ATM network and demultiplexes it 
into its respective mini cells, thus ready for transmission to the separate destinations), 

15 wherein the payload section of the digital container includes transmissions for only the 
one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node" (figure 4, shows the 
payload section of the ATM cell that includes transmissions (ATM mini cells) from one 
or more user nodes)." 



20 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
5 Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-6, 10, 11, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stacey et al. in view of Easki et al. (U.S. Patent 5,440,547). 

10 

In regard to claim 1 , Stacey discloses "a method of transporting information in an 
optical communication network having interconnected network nodes and one or more 
user nodes coupled to network nodes" (col. 4, lines 18-26), "the method comprising: 

forming a digital container at a first network node, the digital container including a 

15 header section and a payload section, wherein the payload section is capable of 

carrying a plurality of separate transmissions (figure 4 where a description of figure 4 is 
found in col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-4; figure 5 shows the forming of the multiplexed 
digital container of figure 4 at the beginning node) and each transmission may be 
formatted according to one of many different protocols (col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-29 

20 where it is strongly suggested here that each mini-cell is data from a user or service, 
which all have their own protocol by which they adhere (for example, voice and audio 
have different protocols for processing); further, since each larger ATM cell is 
constructed of many mini-cells, each ATM cell could have one to many different 
protocols within its payload); 

25 routing the digital container through the communication network based only on 

destination information contained within the header section of the digital container 
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(figure 5, element 51 is a switch which, as seen from figure 5, uses the AAL-2 header as 
routing information for the data that is sent to the node); 

routing the separate transmissions carried in the payload section of the digital 
container to one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node (figure 5, 
5 where the last element in the network path, similar to that of element 52, is the end 
node in the network that receives the single multiplexed data that has arrived from the 
ATM network and demultiplexes it into its respective mini cells, thus ready for 
transmission to the separate destinations), wherein the payload section of the digital 
container includes transmissions for only the one or more user nodes serviced by the 

10 second network node (figure 4, shows the payload section of the ATM cell that includes 
transmissions (ATM mini cells) from one or more user nodes)." 

However, Stacey lacks what Easki discloses, that is "receiving and processing 
the digital container at a second network node (col. 2, lines 26-35 where the term 
"nodes" says there is more than one and therefore the digital container must be 

1 5 received and processed by a second network node)." 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include the receiving and processing the digital container at a second 
network node for the purpose of routing the digital container onto the final node in the 
destination. The motivation is that by routing the digital container to the second node the 

20 larger amount of multiplexed data than each individual transmission has been 

transmitted effectively and efficiently across the network (Stacey, col. 3, lines 58-61). 
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In regard to claim 2, Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, 
Easki lacks what Stacey further discloses, that is "the step of processing the separate 
transmissions according to the one or more protocols at the one or more user nodes" 
(figure 5 where the flow has been transmitted from one end (the first node) to the other 
5 end (the second node) and where a description of figure 5 can be read in col. 6, lines 
41-50 where at the first node, a plurality of users or transmissions are multiplexed into 
the flow and thus at the end or second node they will be demultiplexed and routed to 
their appropriate destinations). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to include the additional step of processing with the 
1 0 method of claim 1 for the same reasons and motivation as in claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 3, Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, * 
Easki lacks what Stacey further discloses, that is "the payload section of the digital 
container comprises a heterogeneous payload having a plurality of units of traffic 
15 selected from the group consisting of an ATM cell..." (col. 4, lines 24-26). It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
plurality of units subscribing to the ATM protocol with the method of claim 1 for the 
same reasons and motivation as in claim 1 . 

20 In regard to claim 4, Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, 

Stacey lacks what Easki further discloses, that is "the digital container is formed as a 
signaling-type container for establishing a communications connection between network 
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nodes" (col. 3, lines 3-13 where it is reasonable to assume that the signaling channel of 
Easki will employ the same digital container creation for signaling messages as is done 
in Stacey and use these signals to perform connection-setting procedures, i.e. setup 
connections between nodes). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
5 the art at the time of invention to include the signal-type container with the method of 
claim 1 for the same reasons and motivation as in claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 5, Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, 
Stacey lacks what Easki further discloses, that is "the digital container is formed as a 
signaling-type container for establishing a communications connection between user 
nodes" (col. 3, lines 3-13 where it is reasonable to assume that the signaling channel of 
Easki will employ the same digital container creation for signaling messages as is done 
in Stacey and use these signals to perform connection-setting procedures, i.e. setup 
connections between nodes). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to include the signal-type container with the method of 
claim 1 for the same reasons and motivation as in claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 6, Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, 
Stacey lacks what Easki further discloses, that is "the step of forming comprises forming 
20 a digital container of a fixed size" (col. 1 , lines 51-55). It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the digital container of 
fixed size with the method of claim 1 for the same reasons and motivation as in claim 1 . 
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In regard to claim 10, Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, 
Stacey lacks what Easki further discloses, that is "the header section further includes a 
payload control field for indicating whether contents of the payload section of the digital 
5 container are dedicated to a single user node" (col. 39, lines 19-25 and 43-55 where the 
VPI field describes a destination address, which can further identify a single SAP, and 
although an SAP is not explicitly described as a user, it can be treated as an "end point" 
in communication). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to include the payload control field with the method of claim 1 for the 
1 0 same reasons and motivation as in claim 1 . 

In regard to claim 1 1 , Stacey and Easki disclose the method of claim 1 . However, 
Stacey lacks what Easki further discloses, that is "the header section further includes a 
payload control field for indicating whether contents of the payload section of the digital 

15 container are intended for two or more user nodes serviced by the same network node" 
(col. 39, lines 19-25 and 43-55 where the VPI field describes a destination address, 
which can further identify a multicast or broadcast (two or more users)). It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
payload control field with the method of claim 1 for the same reasons and motivation as 

20 in claim 1. 
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In regard to claim 15, Stacey discloses "a method of transporting information in 
an optical communication network having interconnected network nodes and one or 
more user nodes coupled to network nodes" (col. 4, lines 18-26), "the method 
comprising: 

5 receiving, at a second network node, a digital container transmitted by a first 

network node using only destination information corresponding to the digital container 
(figure 5, element 51 is a switch which, as seen from figure 5, uses the AAL-2 header as 
routing information for the data that is sent to the node), the digital container including a 
header section and a payload section, wherein the payload section is capable of 

10 carrying a plurality of separate transmissions (figure 4, shows the payload section of the 
ATM cell that includes transmissions (ATM mini cells) from one or more user nodes) 
and each transmission may be formatted according to one of many different protocols 
(col. 5, lines 64-coL 6, lines 1-29 where it is strongly suggested here that each mini-cell 
is data from a user or service, which all have their own protocol by which they adhere 

15 (for example, voice and audio have different protocols for processing); further, since 
each larger ATM cell is constructed of many mini-cells, each ATM cell could have one to 
many different protocols within its payload); 

routing the separate transmissions carried in the payload section of the digital 
container to one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node (figure 5 

20 where the flow has been transmitted from one end (the first node) to the other end (the 
second node) and where a description of figure 5 can be read in col. 6, lines 41-50 
where at the first node, a plurality of users or transmissions are multiplexed into the flow 
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and thus at the end or second node they will be demultiplexed and routed to their 
appropriate destinations), wherein the payload section of the digital container includes 
transmissions for only the one or more user nodes serviced by the second network 
node (figure 4, shows the payload section of the ATM cell that includes transmissions 
5 (ATM mini cells) from one or more user nodes)." 

However, Stacey lacks what Easki discloses, that is "processing the digital 
container at the second network node (col. 2, lines 26-35 where the term "nodes" says 
there is more than one and therefore the digital container must be received and 
processed by a second network node)." 

1 0 It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 

invention to include the processing of the digital container at a second network node for 
the purpose of routing the digital container onto the final node in the destination. The 
motivation is that by routing the digital container to the second node the larger amount 
of multiplexed data than each individual transmission has been transmitted effectively 

1 5 and efficiently across the network (Stacey, col. 3, lines 58-61 ). 

Claims 9, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stacey et al. and Easki et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Ghaibeh et al. (U.S. Patent 5,926,478). 

20 

In regard to claim 9, Stacey and Easki disclose the method according to claim 1 . 
However, Stacey and Easki lack what Ghaibeh discloses, that is "the header section 
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includes an optical logical channel identification (OCLI) field for identifying the 
destination of the digital container" (figure 2, element 80 and figure 4, element 80, 82, 
and 84, although Ghaibeh does not explicitly describe an OCLI field that defines a 
destination of a digital container as described in claim 1 , Ghaibeh does disclose the 
5 functional equivalent of an OCLI field for an ATM cell, i.e. the VPIA/CI field; Ghaibeh 
uses the VPIA/CI field as a destination identifier field in an ATM cell that directs the cell 
to the destination regardless of what's in the payload). It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the OCLI with the 
method of claim 1 for the purpose of identifying where the payload is destined (Ghaibeh, 
10 col. 5, lines 37-40). The motivation for this being that by identifying the appropriate 
destination for the payload, the contents of the payload can then be routed to their 
appropriate destinations, thus completing the transmission process. 

In regard to claim 12, Stacey, Easki, and Ghaibeh disclose the method according 
to claim 9. However, Stacey and Easki lack what Ghaibeh further discloses, that is "the 
OCLI field comprises a network node destination address and one or more user node 
destination addresses, wherein the network node destination address corresponds to 
the second network node and wherein the one or more user node destination addresses 
correspond to one or more user nodes serviced by the second network node" (although 
Ghaibeh does not explicitly state the VPI or VCI are the network or user node 
addresses, they are taken to be the functional equivalents of the network and user node 
addresses. The VPI and VCI disclose the destination and circuit path. In order to reach 
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the destination, the addresses of the network node and the final user node nnust be 
known or determined through the addressing of the ATM cell, i.e. the VPI represents the 
network node address and the VCI represents the user node address). It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
5 two addresses with the method of claim 9 for the same reasons and motivation as in 
claim 9. 

In regard to claim 13, Stacey, Easki, and Ghaibeh disclose the method according 
to claim 9. However, Stacey and Easki lack what Ghaibeh further disclose, that is "the 
step of routing the digital container comprises routing the digital container based on the 
destination identified in the OCLI field (figure 4, element 84 where the VPIA/CI values 
are used to route the data to its intended destination as described in parent claims 9 
and 12 and as is known in the art)." It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of invention to include the routing based on the OCLI field with the 
method of claim 9 for the same reasons and motivation as in claim 9. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Easki et 
al. in view of Stacey et al. and further in viewof Sathe et al. (U.S. Patent 5,617,417). 
In regard to claim 16, Easki discloses "a method of transporting information in 
20 a... communication network having interconnected network nodes and one or more user 
nodes coupled to network nodes" (figure 1 shows network nodes (30, 34, 32), user 
nodes (12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24)), "the method comprising: 
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a) establishing a connmunications connection between a first and second network 
node by 

1 ) forming a first digital container at a first network node, the first digital container 
including signaling information for establishing a route between the first and second 

5 network nodes (col. 3, lines 3-13 where it is reasonable to assume that the signaling 
channel of Easki will employ the digital container creation for signaling messages as is 
typical in an ATM system) 

2) routing the first digital container through the communication network (col. 3, 
lines 3-13 where it is implied that data, including signaling data, will be routed or 

10 switched through the network) 

3) receiving and processing the first digital container at the second network node 
to thereby establish the communication connection" (col. 3, lines 3-13 where it is 
implied that the "connection-setting procedure" is used to connect two nodes, and as 
such the second node of the connection must process the signaling container so as to 

15 learn the connection requirements and standards, thus allowing the node to establish 
communication with the first node); 

"b) establishing a signaling connection between a first and second user node, the 
first user node being coupled to the first network node and the second user node being 
coupled to the second network node (col. 3, lines 3-13 where the "metasignaling 

20 channel" is a signaling connection between two nodes and although two user nodes are 
not explicitly discloses, it is assumed that there must be two user nodes communicating 
through the network, using the channels setup to service their communications)... 
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3) receiving and processing the second digital container at the second network 
node (col. 2, lines 26-35 where the term "nodes" says there is more than one and 
therefore the digital container must be received and processed by a second network 
node); 4) routing the one or more... messages carried in the payload section of the 
5 second digital container to the second user node serviced by the second network node, 
such that signaling is established between the first and second user nodes (col. 3, lines 
3-13 where it is implied that data, including signaling data, will be routed or switched 
through the network to a second user node that is the intended recipient of the 
communication)." 

10 However, Easki lacks what Stacey discloses, that is "1) forming a second digital 

container at a first network node, the digital container including a head section and a 
payload section (figure 4 and the description of figure 4 in col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1- 
4 where although it is not explicitly mentioned that a "second digital container" is 
formed, the general process of forming a generic digital container is disclosed, which 

15 includes the forming of a second digital container with a header and payload)..." 

2) routing the second digital container through the communication network based 
only on destination information contained within the header section of the second digital 
container (figure 5, element 51 is a switch which, as seen from figure 5, uses the AAL-2 
header as routing information for the data that is sent to the node)..." 

20 However, Easki and Stacey further lack what Sathe discloses, that is for the 

second digital container "the payload section comprises one or more signaling 
messages supplied by the first user node (figure 6 represents a control message being 
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constructed of a plurality of control fields from a plurality of different cells, each from a 
different node/user, each control field is a functional equivalent of a signaling message 
because of its capacity of submitting control instructions, which tell the nodes to perform 
certain actions related to the function of the communication, to the appropriate 
5 nodes)..." 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include the forming of the second digital container which, includes signaling 
messages in the payload section for the purpose of informing nodes of important 
changes to the network (Sathe, col. 8, lines 3-7). The motivation for this being that 
10 updating any changes to the network allows each node to be aware of links that are 
capable of transmission and those that are not. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8 September 2004 have been fully considered but 
15 they are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1-6, 9-15, and 17-19, applicant argues that none of the prior art 
references (Stacey, Easki, Sathe, or Ghaibeh) disclose the limitation "each transmission 
may be formatted according to one of many different protocols." The examiner 
20 respectfully disagrees. 

As seen in Stacey in figure 4, there is a plurality of different ATM mini-cells used 
to create a larger, fixed size ATM cell. These ATM mini-cells carry different data in each 
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and there is no requirement that the data of each ATM mini-cell conform to the same 
protocol. Support for this is read in col. 5, lines 64-col. 6, lines 1-29 of Stacey. The ATM 
mini-cells can support different users or services, each of which has a corresponding 
protocol such as with voice, audio, and e-mail. Further, the different bit rates that can be 
5 accommodated in the ATM mini-cells is another strong indication that the mini-cells do 
not need to conform to any particular protocol. Therefore, Stacey fully reads on 
applicanf s newly added limitation and all rejections are maintained. 



Regarding claim 16, applicant argues that Easki, Stacey, and Sathe do not 
10 disclose applicant's claimed invention. Specifically that the signaling messages (control 
messages) were placed in the payload section of a message. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. 

As read in Sathe, col. 6, lines 18-19 and 55-67, it is explained that the contents 
or payload of the control message (a newly formed digital container) contain the control 

15 or signal information from each cell. It is true that this control information was originally 
contained in a header of each original cell, but when the control information was 
extracted from its corresponding cell and placed into a new "multiplexed" control 
message, it became part of the larger control message's payload and sent to its 
destination for further processing. Therefore, Easki, Stacey, and Sathe fully read on 

20 applicant's claimed invention. 



Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Pinder et al. (U.S. Patent 6,219,358 B1) and Pinder et al. (U.S. Patent 6,105,134) 
show the use of MPEG transport packets for transporting many different types of data 
5 conforming to many different protocols over single transmission. Brueckheimer et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,574,224 81) discloses the use of the ATM mini-cells (each containing 
different data types of different protocols) in creating a larger ATM cell. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
1 0 examiner should be directed to Joshua Kading whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kenneth Vanderpuye can be reached on (571) 272-3078. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
15 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
20 For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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